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• CCM General Meet-
ing, September 4th, 
7 PM. 

• CCM Board Meeting, 
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PM. 

• Mopar Shootout, 
Sept. 8th, Sacramen-
to Raceway 

• CCM Carmichael 
Park Picnic, Sept. 
16th 
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On The Inside 

A Car Club for the Chrysler Corp. and American Motors Corp. Enthusiast  (EST. 1992) 

     The first weekend of September will 

usher in the end of summer with some great 

racing at Sacramento Raceway Park. If you 

haven’t been out to the track in a while - 

take advantage and get out there. Urban 

sprawl has encroached on our only local 

track. I don’t expect it will be around much 

longer. The weather is supposed to be just 

about perfect for racing. Show, Race or 

Swap there is something for everyone. Get 

there early for prime parking. I’m looking 

forward to seeing some nice cars on a not so 

freaking hot day. Be sure to bring your sun-

screen and plenty of water. On page 4 there 

is info about the new Ram Hybrid truck, the 

2019 models are looking pretty nice. Who is 

going to be the first to swap a new Hemi 

hybrid into their old car? That would be 

pretty interesting! Speaking of nitrous, so 

wouldn’t be awesome to have a Hemi Hy-

brid Dart with nitrous? Or make it super fast 

with some crazy extra LiPo batteries! Wait 

a minute, what the hell am I talking about… 

Ahem….back to the rest of the front page.. 

The updated events calendar is on page 6. 
Jack shares info about these events during 
the monthly meeting so we thought that it 
would be useful to those who can’t make it 
out to the museum—take a look! Also find 
handy charts with the firing order for 
small and big blocks, along with the valve 
adjustment order.  

Hope to see you at the track, or at the 
monthly meeting or picnic this month. 
Remember, we at CCM galactic head-
quarters are open for new story sugges-
tions or a guest column (GASP!) in your 
club newsletter.  
-Editor 
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Cap City Mopars has cancelled all our events through the June Car Show and into 

August, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Future events are uncertain, so please be sure 

to “check in” with every event prior to coming out. Some health organizations are 

projecting we should continue to practice ‘safe space’ into next year. Other sources warn  

this may be the norm for as long as 18 months. 

Please follow recomendations and stay safe.

Please watch the CCM Newsletter and website for future announcements. 

Even if we can’t meet, it’s important to stay in touch with your fellow CCM members by 

phone, e-mail, text.  Don’t be a stranger.

The Dodge Brothers

Few people are aware of the important role 
that John and Horace Dodge played in shaping 
Detroit’s early auto industry, and of the story 
of a dynamic partnership formed between two 
enterprising brothers who remained inseparable 
throughout their lives.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS:  Born into an industrious 
but poor family, Dodge brothers, John (born 
in 1864) and Horace (born in 1868), received 
their mechanical training from working in their 
father’s machine shop, in Niles, MI, that made 
internal combustion engines for marine use. The 
Dodge family moved from Niles to Battle Creek 
and then Port Huron before ending up in Detroit 
in 1886.

MECHANICAL GENIUSES:  After their arrival 
in Detroit, the Dodge bothers quickly began 
sharpening their machinist skills by working 
in area machine shops, including Murphy’s 
Boiler Works in Detroit and Windsor’s Dominion 
Typography Company. By 1896, the brothers 
partnered with Frederick Evans and began 
manufacturing Evans & Dodge bicycles with 
the new dirt-resistant ball bearings that Horace 
had invented and patented. The Dodges sold 
their interest in the bicycle company in 1900 
for $3,700, which they used to open their own 
machine shop in 1901. They initially produced 
stove parts, but soon began to manufacture parts 
for the growing automotive industry, building 
a strong reputation for turning out the best 
products available.

BUILDING AN AUTOMOTIVE EMPIRE:  Their first 
major automotive customer was Ransom E. 
Olds, who hired them in 1901 to produce 2,000 
engines for his new curved-dash Oldsmobile. 
Olds was pleased enough with their work to add 
3,000 transmissions to his order the following 
year, making the brothers major players in the 
automotive industry.

The Dodge brothers were approached by 
Henry Ford, in 1902, with his plans for a new 
automobile and contracted with them to become 
the exclusive supplier of 650 chassis (engines, 
transmissions and axles mounted on frames- 
everything but the body, wheels and tires). When 
Ford, who was initially short on cash, couldn’t 

make a $5,000 payment, he offered the brothers 
50 shares of Ford stock worth $10,000, making 
them 10% stockholders in the new Ford Motor 
Company.

In 1910, the Dodge brothers built an assembly 
plant in Hamtramck, which later became known 
as “Dodge Main,” to build Model Ts for Ford Motor 
Company because demand far outstripped Ford’s 
capacity. However, as Henry Ford expanded his 
capacity in the Highland Park plant, John Dodge, 
recognizing their exclusive contract with Ford 
was unwise, declined to renew their contract 
with Ford Motor Company in 1913 and stepped 
down as the company’s vice president. The 
brothers began planning production of their 
own Dodge automobile and established Dodge 
Brothers Motor Car Company with stock profits 
made from Ford.

In July 1914, the Dodge brothers incorporated as 
the Dodge Brothers Motor Car Company, with a 
capital stock of $5 million, which they increased 
to $10 million in 1917. In 1913, they had 
decided to manufacture and assemble their own 
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Member:  Association of California Car Clubs & California Automobile Museum 

 
                     GENERAL MEETING                      

 
August 4, 2020 

 
Board of Directors 

      Officers               Directors 
                                   President - Bob Berry         Car Show Coordinator - vacant 
                                   Vice President - Mike Allen          Editor - Mark Perry 
                                   Secretary - Cindy Lenz             Membership Director - Richard Teerlink 
                                   Treasurer - Norm Benedict                                           Activities Coordinator - John Riordan        
                                                                                    Web Master - Anthony Garcia 

Staff Members 
 Sales – John Riordan           Property Manager - Norman Benedict -  

                                   Competition - Michael Moore                                                  Publicity - Norman Benedict 
Legislative Coordinator - Horace Tutt                         Historian - Norman Benedict                                                              

                                   Sunshine Coordinator - Cindy Lenz        Member(s) at Large - John Gerson 
                                                Steve Archer 
Call Meeting to Order: 7 PM             . 
 
  Roll Call 
 
  Introductions:  New Members and Guests 
 
  Guest Speaker:       
   
Minutes:  Secretary 
 
  Reports:      1. Treasurer  

     2. Newsletter Editor  
     3. Membership  
     4. Web Master  
     5. Legislative    

                       6. Competition  
     7. Activities  
     8. Car Show - vacant 

 Club Business: 
         OLD:   1.       
       2.  
      3.  
      4.  
                       
      NEW:     1. August Board meeting - 8/18 - Location TBA 
      2.  
      3.  
           
              TABLED:    1. Car show coordinator position - vacant 

    2.   
Announcements:           
     1. Mopar Day in the Park 27 -  Sat June 26, 2021 
                                   2.  
     3.  
     4. Shriners toy run - collecting all year 
Open Forum / Bench Racing 
Raffle 
Adjourn 
 

2020 Calendar 
(tentative) 

Jan. - Happy New Year 
          - Brunch Sun 26 
Feb. - Brunch Sun 23 
March - Brunch Sun 15 
April - Brunch Sun 19 
           - ACCC Conference,  
                Wed-Thur, 22-23 
  - CCM host lunch Wed 22 
  - Lunch Bunch Wed 29 
       - Nevada City / Empire Mine  
                       cruise Sun 26 
May - Maxwell car show, Sat 16 
         - Brunch Sun 17 
June - Mopar Day in the Park 27,      
 Sat 27, 2020 
July – cancelled 
Aug – cancelled 
Sept – Mopar Shootout, Sat  
       Carmichael park picnic, Sun 13 
       ACCC conference, Wed-Thur 
Oct – Poker Run, Sun  
Nov - CAM potluck, Sun 29 
Dec – CCM Holiday Party, Sat 5 
         - Shriners Toy Run, Sun 6 
 
Lunch Bunch - 11 am Last Wed 
   each month 

This months 

meeting is 

cancelled due 

to Museum 

closure and 

COVID 19 



automobile, severed relations with Ford, and 
began an ambitious program of plant expansion. 
The Dodge reputation for quality was so 
widespread that 13,000 dealers asked to become 
Dodge agents before anyone saw the new car. 
The Michigan Manufacturer and Financial Record 

declared emphatically, “As a matter of fact, when 
the Dodge Bros, new car comes out, there is no 
question that it will be the best thing on the 
market for the money.” The reason was simple 
“The Dodge brothers are the two best mechanics 
in Michigan. There is no operation in their own 
shop from drop forging to machining, from tool-
making to micrometric measurement, that they 
can’t do with their own hands.”

The Dodge brothers decided to produce a 
high-quality car that would sell for about $800 
and thus not compete directly with the cheaper 
Model T. In 1914, Dodge introduced its four-
cylinder Model 30/35 touring car. Marketed 
as a slightly more upscale competitor to the 
Model T, it pioneered or made standard, many 
features later taken for granted like all-steel 
body construction, 12-volt electrical system, 
35 horsepower engines, and sliding-gear 
transmission (instead of planetary). Once the 
Dodge brothers produced their own car, John 
Dodge was once quoted as saying, “Someday, 
people who own a Ford are going to want an 
automobile.” As a result of this, and the brothers’ 
well-earned reputation for the highest quality 
truck, transmission and motor parts they made 
for other successful vehicles, Dodge Brothers cars 
were ranked second place for U.S. sales, as early 
as 1916.

1915 30/35 Touring Car

Although total production for 1914 was a mere 
249 touring cars, the following year. Dodge 

offered a two-passenger roadster, which also 
sold for $785, and the plant went into full 
production. They increased the workforce to 
7,000 by April 1915 and, by the year’s end, 
the firm produced an incredible 45,053 cars at 
the Hamtramck plant. The Dodge developed a 
reputation for dependability which helped sales 
greatly. During the 1916 expedition against the 

Mexican bandit Pancho Villa, war correspondent 
A.H.E. Beckett published several reports in Motor 
Age on the use of Dodge cars in the campaign.

The years following the Mexican Campaign were 
prosperous for the Dodge Brothers. Production 
climbed from 70,000 cars in 1916 to 124,000 
the following year and reached 145,000 in 1920. 
Dodge was the fourth largest producer in the 
United States by 1917, behind Ford, Chevrolet, 
and Buick. The workforce also grew from 7,000 in 
early 1915 to about 20,000 by 1920.

1920 Delivery Trucks

Dodge Brothers cars continued to rank second 
place in American sales in 1920. However, the 
same year, tragedy struck as John Dodge was 
felled by pneumonia in January. His brother 
Horace then died of cirrhosis, in December of 
the same year. With the loss of both founders, 
the Dodge Brothers Company passed into the 
hands of the brothers’ widows, who promoted 
long-time employee Frederick Haynes to the 
company presidency. During this time, the Model 
30 was evolved to become the new Series 116 
(though it retained the same basic construction 
and engineering features).

Series 116

At the same time, Dodge Brothers greatly 
expanded its truck line and became a leading 
builder of light trucks. On October 1, 1925, 
Dodge Brothers, Inc., acquired a 51% interest 
in Graham Brothers, Inc., for $13 million and 
the remaining 49% on May 1, 1926. Haynes 
purchased all of Graham’s truck activity and, in 
1926, the Graham branch took charge of all of 
Dodge’s truck manufacturing. A total of 60,000 
Dodge Brothers trucks were built in 1927. The 
three Graham brothers, Robert, Joseph and 
Ray, assumed management positions in Dodge 
Brothers before departing early.

1927 Truck

Despite the truck sales, stagnation in 
development was becoming apparent. The 
public responded by dropping Dodge Brothers 
to fifth place in the industry, by 1925. That year, 
the Dodge Brothers company was sold by the 
widows to the well-known investment group 

Dillon, Read & Co. for $146 million. Frederick 
Haynes remained as company head until 
E.G. Wilmer was named board chairman 
in November, 1926. Changes to the car, 
except for superficial things like trim levels 
and colors, remained minimal until 1927, 
when the new Senior six-cylinder line was 
introduced. The former four-cylinder line 
was kept on, but renamed the Fast Four line 
until it was dropped in favor of two lighter 
six-cylinder models (the Standard Six and 

Victory Six) for 1928.

1928 Senior Six

Due to mounting debts, the company was sold to 
the new Chrysler Corporation, in 1928, for $170 
million. On January 2, 1929, Chrysler announced 
that it was dropping the Graham Badge and 
Dodge Brothers would be building Chrysler’s 
trucks.

Ninety-two years later, in 2015, Dodge went 
back to its roots in an advertising campaign 
that featured the “Dodge Brothers.” The ads 
highlighted the Dart and Durango, as well as the 
“muscle car” Scat Pack trims of the Challenger 
and Charger.

The commercials echo the following sentiment: 
“Today’s Dodge vehicles have the same passion 
for performance as John and Horace Dodge 
established in the first vehicles they crafted, 
more than one hundred years ago.”



New Plasma Ignition Offers 
Better Mileage, Longer Engine 
Life, and More

Condensed from Motor Trend and Forbes online magazines, 
and thanks to John Riordan for sussing this out.

So long, spark plugs. Low temperature plasma 
ignition may be the future.

When you boil it down, improving average fuel 
economy is super simple: Burn less fuel in the 
cylinder. Toward that end, engine developers 
have toiled to make lean mixtures work since 
way before Chrysler’s Electronic Lean-Burn 
System of the mid-70s.

But getting such mixtures to ignite via the 
spark plug has been problematic. Now Torrance 
California start-up Transient Plasma Systems is 
proposing a low-temp plasma ignition system it 
claims can replace the spark plug:

We all know how·traditional spark plugs work: 
Energy generated by a coil builds at the spark 
plug’s tip until the energy jumps across the gap 
like a tiny lightning bolt. This spark is actually 
a form of plasma. A very small percentage of 
that energy ignites the fuel mixture, which then 
must propagate throughout the cylinder. TPS 
proposes employing a different kind of plasma 
to initiate combustion in a completely different 
way. Leveraging recent advances in solid-·state 
high-voltage switching capability, voltage similar 
to that from an old-fashioned coil is summoned 
in a matter of less than 50 nanoseconds and 
dispersed not across a discrete gap but rather in 
streamers and sheets between an electrode and 
the plug’s peripheral housing.

Megawatts of power generate this low-
temperature plasma, but at millijoules of 
energy. Fully half of that energy gets expended, 
shattering the bonds holding oxygen molecules 
together and accelerating the individual oxygen 
atoms so that they ignite the fuel far more 
quickly and at farlower temperatures.

Testing on a research engine burning ethylene 
at Ohio State University found that such ignition 
systems: ”demonstrated that chain reactions 
of radicals generated by the plasma reduce 
ignition time by up to two orders of magnitude 
and ignition temperature by up to 540 degrees,” 
according to a paper published by Plasma Sources 
Science and Technology. “These results provide 

additional evidence of the non-thermal nature of 
low temperature plasma-assisted ignition:

The super-high-speed ignition means less 
waiting for the flame front to propagate across 
the mixture and a greater likelihood of burning 
all the fuel. The lower combustion temperature 
means far less formation of NOx and far less 
waste heat generated--so more of the fuel 
energy ends up propelling the vehicle.

The system has since been tested by Argonne 
National Labs in a Cummins I-6 natural-gas 
engine, where it demonstrated improved 
brake thermal efficiency, reduced CO and NOx 
emissions and an ability to run lots of exhaust-
gas recirculation.

Although TPS ignition can ignite air-fuel 
mixtures as lean as 25:1, that much excess air 
still complicates emissions control, so the goal is 
to run stoichiometric mixtures diluted. by lots of 
excess inert exhaust gases.

Fear not, performance fans,The TPS ignition can 
also boost power. Speedier combustion enables 
reduced spark advance, so less combustion 
happens while the piston is still moving up in 
the cylinder, leaving more of the combustion 
pressure to turn the wheels.

TPS has already developed a system that 
drops right in, replacing today’s coils and 
spar.k plugs, and its benefits are additive.to 

current technologies like turbocharging and 
hybridization . According to TPS co-founder 
and CEO Dan Singleton, fuel economy benefits 
should run between 10 and 15 percent across a 
complete city driving cycle, and the price is now 
poised to undercut what similar technologies 
promising such gains cost. His company recently 
completed an $8.5 rnillion Series A funding 
round and is in talks with severall OEs in Europe, 
Asia, and the U.S.”

There’s plenty of development and reliability 
work yet to he done, and these plasma plugs 
cannot tolerate a resister core, so other shielding 
will be required to prevent radio interference. 
But this plasma technology shows prospects for 
extending the combustion engine’s lease on life.



CHECK  FIRST
Many CCM and other events have been cancelled or postponed due to the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic and social distancing orders in place. Please do not assume any event appearing in this 
month’s newsletter is happening as scheduled or announced. In ALL cases, check with organizing or 
sponsoring personnel before you come out to any event.    Stay Safe.

July 31 - August 1 Virginia City

August 4-9 Reno & Sparks
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On The Inside 

A Car Club for the Chrysler Corp. and American Motors Corp. Enthusiast  (EST. 1992) 

     The first weekend of September will 

usher in the end of summer with some great 

racing at Sacramento Raceway Park. If you 

haven’t been out to the track in a while - 

take advantage and get out there. Urban 

sprawl has encroached on our only local 

track. I don’t expect it will be around much 

longer. The weather is supposed to be just 

about perfect for racing. Show, Race or 

Swap there is something for everyone. Get 

there early for prime parking. I’m looking 

forward to seeing some nice cars on a not so 

freaking hot day. Be sure to bring your sun-

screen and plenty of water. On page 4 there 

is info about the new Ram Hybrid truck, the 

2019 models are looking pretty nice. Who is 

going to be the first to swap a new Hemi 

hybrid into their old car? That would be 

pretty interesting! Speaking of nitrous, so 

wouldn’t be awesome to have a Hemi Hy-

brid Dart with nitrous? Or make it super fast 

with some crazy extra LiPo batteries! Wait 

a minute, what the hell am I talking about… 

Ahem….back to the rest of the front page.. 

The updated events calendar is on page 6. 

Jack shares info about these events during 

the monthly meeting so we thought that it 

would be useful to those who can’t make it 

out to the museum—take a look! Also find 

handy charts with the firing order for 

small and big blocks, along with the valve 

adjustment order.  

Hope to see you at the track, or at the 

monthly meeting or picnic this month. 

Remember, we at CCM galactic head-

quarters are open for new story sugges-

tions or a guest column (GASP!) in your 

club newsletter.  

-Editor 

 8/4/20 CCM General Meeting CA Auto Museum Bob or Norm      cancelled

 Sept… Mopar Shootout, Sat  Sac Raceway Randy  Pike      tentative

 Sept… ACCC conference, Wed-Thur CA Auto Museum Bob or Norm      tentative

 9/13/20 Carmichael Park Picnic Carmichael Park Bob or Norm      tentative

 Oct… Poker Run, Sun  TBA Norm      tentative

 10/10/20 Rods-n-Relics Lincoln www.rodsnrelics.net      new date

 11/29/20  CAM potluck CA Auto Museum Bob or Norm      tentative

 12/5/20 CCM Holiday Party CA Auto Museum Bob or Norm      tentative

 12/6/20 Shriners Toy Run Shriner’s Children’s Hospital Bob or Norm      tentative

Here’s our updated event schedule, for what it’s worth.  Almost all car show/events have been cancelled for the foreseeable future, due to the COVID-19 shelter in place rules. 

We’ve also heard that many car clubs have cancelled club meetings and gatherings due to concern surrounding this modern plague.

Cap City Mopars has cancelled most meetings through July. As future events are uncertain, the rest of the schedule remains. However please be sure to “check in” with every 

event prior to coming out. Some health organizations are projecting we should continue to practice ‘safe space’ pretty much indefinitely. 

Stay safe and happy motoring.
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Looking for a special gift to give to your car guy or 
gal? How about a “Gearhead” membership to the Cali-
fornia Automobile Museum?  Several membership op-
tions are available. Membership information and an 
application form can be downloaded from the CAM 
website at calautomuseum.org.  
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Club Membership Renewal Time! 
  
Hey! It’s time to renew membership for CCM 2018! Travis is 

ready and waiting to receive a new membership form from 
you! Membership renewals provide the club with accurate met-
rics of our family growth. Though it may seem redundant, new 

applications are needed every year. E-mail, home addresses 
and even phone numbers can change or perhaps you added 

another Mopar to your stable. No matter what, the club is wait-
ing to hear from you . 

 

 

Hoblit Chrysler Jeep Dodge 
Ram SRT  

333 Main Street, Woodland, CA  95695 
 

Sales: (844) 257-3092 Service: (844) 257-3092  

CCM Member Randy Pike has made some cool Mopar inspired metal 

signs and drinking accessories —all designed in the fashion of your 

favorite corporate logo– of course! Contact Randy through the web-

site or talk to him at the monthly meetings for more details on how to 

make them yours!  

 

Back Issues 
Feeling left out? Mistaken your newsletter for campfire 

kindling? Don’t feel bad! Newsletter back issues can be 

found at the club’s website - www.capitalcitymopars.com 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week!!! 

CCM 2018 Car show T-Shirts still available 
 
For those that missed out on buying a T-shirt during car 

show day a few months ago, you are in luck! Several 

shirts are still available. Please contact Car Show Chair-

man Tom Pluth regarding current inventory. 

 

Sacramento Chrysler 
Dodge Jeep Ram 

3610 Fulton Ave. 
Sacramento,  CA 95821S 

 
Sales: (877) 470-9987     Service: (916) 229-8901 
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another Mopar to your stable. No matter what, the club is wait-
ing to hear from you . 

 

 

Hoblit Chrysler Jeep Dodge 
Ram SRT  

333 Main Street, Woodland, CA  95695 
 

Sales: (844) 257-3092 Service: (844) 257-3092  

CCM Member Randy Pike has made some cool Mopar inspired metal 

signs and drinking accessories —all designed in the fashion of your 

favorite corporate logo– of course! Contact Randy through the web-

site or talk to him at the monthly meetings for more details on how to 

make them yours!  

 

Back Issues 
Feeling left out? Mistaken your newsletter for campfire 

kindling? Don’t feel bad! Newsletter back issues can be 

found at the club’s website - www.capitalcitymopars.com 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week!!! 

CCM 2018 Car show T-Shirts still available 
 
For those that missed out on buying a T-shirt during car 

show day a few months ago, you are in luck! Several 

shirts are still available. Please contact Car Show Chair-

man Tom Pluth regarding current inventory. 
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Looking for a special gift to give to your car guy or 
gal? How about a “Gearhead” membership to the Cali-
fornia Automobile Museum?  Several membership op-
tions are available. Membership information and an 
application form can be downloaded from the CAM 
website at calautomuseum.org.  
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Next CCM Meeting
to be announced

PO Box 340426
Sacramento CA  95834-0426
www.CapitalCityMopars.com

return service requested

message regarding all events
Many CCM and other events have been cancelled or postponed due to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing 

orders in place. Please do not assume any event appearing in this month’s newsletter is happening as scheduled or announced.  

In ALL cases, check with organizing or sponsoring personnel before you come out to any event.

    Stay Safe !


